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future source of remorse!" They were
obliged to fall back on a foreign minister
accredited to the king; for only in the diplo-
matic corps could they find a man of position
professing the reformed religion in France.

The lot fell to a Swede, Baron Stael Holstein;
he was of Mirabeau's age, and was therefore
seventeen years older than Germaine Necker.
He was of good birth and breeding; a gambler,
reckless, and not over-fortunate; of insinuat-
ing manners, and of a perspicacious rather than
a broad mind, with a certain tendency toward
mysticism which northern peoples easily ac-
cept along with a practical care for worldly in-
terests; above all, a diplomat, and ambitious
for a grand marriage which should enable him
to pay his debts and present a worthy figure as
an ambassador. The old Comtesse de Bouf-
flers, who was interested in him, introduced
him to Necker's good graces, and undertook
to obtain the favor of. the King of Sweden for
the alliance. The preliminaries lasted not less
than five years. Finally, Gustavus III., having
obtained from France the cession of the island
of Saint-Barth61emy, consented to raise his
legation at Paris to the rank of an embassy, on
condition that Mademoiselle Necker's dower
should defray the expense. Necker demanded
a guaranty that it should be a perpetual em-